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Abstract:

After the outbreak of the Russo-Ukrainian war made international headlines on 24
February 2022, news about crowds of refugees crossing the border to neighboring Poland and
entering the EU engaged public opinion in Japan. Japanese organizations and individual
citizens sought the most efficient ways to deliver humanitarian aid to the civilian victims of
the latest European war. From the first days of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine,
Japanese donors in cooperation with Polish organizations dispatched aid to refugees who had
arrived on Polish territory. Both state and non-state agencies and organizations in Japan and
Poland mobilized considerable resources on several levels: political, economic and social in
order to deliver aid to the citizens and residents of a third nation, Ukraine. This cooperation
was enhanced by extensive reporting of the crisis and related aid in the mainstream media, as
well as in social media of both Japan and Poland. The purpose of the workshop is to discuss
the role played by media networks, among other actors, in mobilization of public opinion for
Ukraine. Was it a case of opportunistic press coverage following official government policies,
short-lived viral hype on social media, or an authentic example of professional journalism of
care, working as a part of robust civil society?

As of early 2025, no less than 6.9 million Ukrainian citizens and residents have left
their country due to the military conflict with Russia (UNHCR 2025). 9.94 million border
crossings from Ukraine to Poland were registered within one year since the outbreak of the
war (UNHCR 2023). Other neighboring countries such as Moldova also accepted

considerable numbers of refugees from Ukraine, but considering the fact that Poland served



as the main entry point into the European Union (EU) for the Ukrainians, the 1.7 million
refugees remaining in the Schengen zone a year later had doubtlessly passed through Poland
(Polish Border Guard 2023). A posssibility of Poland becoming a bilingual nation appeared
real, as several Polish media outlets added Ukrainian language sections to their content. Due
to its geography and political alliances, Poland also became a hub for international
humanitarian aid flowing towards the civilian victims of war in the neighbouring country. On
the other hand, Japan opened its borders for the Ukrainian citizens in a rare move, accepting
thousands of them as 'evacuees' (Ainanmin) in a nation which prior to this crisis, would grant
the refugee (nanmin) status to less than a hundred applicants per year.

The first part of the workshop (presentation by O. Barbasiewicz) examines Japan's
evolving development assistance to Ukraine, particularly after the 2014 and 2022 Russian
aggressions. Utilizing documentary analysis and stakeholder interviews, it traces the shift in
Japanese ODA, from pre-2022 initiatives focused on economic improvement, democratic
consolidation, and societal resilience, to post-2022 efforts prioritizing direct budget support,
humanitarian aid, and post-war reconstruction planning. As a recent update, an analysis of
the impact of the 2023 revision of Japan's Development Cooperation Charter and the "Vision
for Peace" on these initiatives will be briefly introduced.

In the second part (dialogue between Barbasiewicz and Merklejn), the role of
Japanese-Polish networks, including governmental, non-governmental, business, and civil
society actors, in the relief activities for Ukraine, will be discussed to highlight the cooperation
of Japanese NGOs, individual Japanese enterpreneurs, the Solidarity Fund, and the
Municipality of Cracow in receiving the mass wave of refugees from Ukraine in 2022. This
part is based on interviews with activistis and social workers, participant observation, and on
the extensive media coverage of the crisis and countermeasures. The intersection of
humanitarian aid, security issues and soft power will also be highligthed to explain why as
both Japan and Poland, nations previously reluctant to accept refugees, made exceptions for
Ukrainians in a series of high-profile interventions.

In the third part of the workshop, we invite the participants to ask questions and
offer comments on the main theme of the event: What was the role played by the media in the
early stages of the war between Russia and Ukraine, in relation to the coverage of forced
migration? To what extent did the media moblilize public opinion in support of refugees and
contribute to unusual acts of generosity and hospitality? Memories and observations of how
the Japanese press covered the 2022 crisis and its further impact, as well as comparisons with

similar events will be very welcome.
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